Thank you for your interest in Mirima Dawang
Woorlab-gerring Language and Culture Centre. In
the early 1970s, Elders realised that their mother
tongue was under threat of extinction and
established Mirima Dawang Woorlab-gerring or
‘Mirima place for talking’ so that Miriwoong
people would have the opportunity to learn and
teach their language. It is our mission to
document, preserve and revitalise the Miriwoong
language, but we need your support in order to
achieve our ultimate goal of Saving Miriwoong.
This brochure details how you or your business can
help us achieve our mission by joining our Saving
Miriwoong Sponsorship Program.

Why is Saving Miriwoong important?
Language plays a critical role in the development of an individual’s sense of identity,
of belonging to a certain place or community and for forming a connection with a
particular culture. Unfortunately, today the Miriwoong language is categorised as
critically endangered, with fewer than 12 truly fluent speakers remaining. The wisdom
and culture of Miriwoong people can only be truly understood through the language
that has been used for thousands of years to teach it. Hence, as the Miriwoong
language has been forced into obscurity, so too has the culture and identity of
Miriwoong people. The loss of language and culture has had profound and longlasting effects on the community, contributing significantly to the intergenerational
trauma and hardships suffered since colonisation, and is particularly damaging to
children who, in their early years, are developing the foundations of their sense of self
and self-esteem.

“Our Miriwoong identity is similar to a flower—the
seed stems out of the country & grows through our
language and culture. If our language is lost then
that seed cannot grow and we as Miriwoong people
won’t know who we really are.”
David Newry, Founding Member of MDWg
Our Elders and MDWg strongly believe that one of the most effective ways of
addressing the challenges facing our community is by sharing and learning our
language so our people can reconnect with their proud Miriwoong heritage. Current
research strongly supports this too, as multiple studies have shown that individuals
who can speak their mother tongue typically have markedly better physical and
mental health, are more likely to attend and complete school, gain employment,
and are less likely to abuse alcohol or illicit substances.
MDWg applies internationally renowned
teaching models and utilises innovative
technology to ensure that current and
future generations of Miriwoong people
have the opportunity to learn their
language and can celebrate their culture.
However, in order to achieve our mission of
‘Saving Miriwoong’ we need your help and
support.

How can you help save Miriwoong?
According to traditional Miriwoong culture, all kinds of exchange are based on longlasting partnership and friendship. We hope to continue this tradition by welcoming
our supporters to join the Saving Miriwoong Sponsorship Program.
MDWg is largely funded by grants from the Australian Government but with
expanding activities and an increasingly difficult funding climate, we are now facing
major challenges to continue our work of ensuring the survival of the Miriwoong
language and culture.
The Saving Miriwoong Sponsorship Program is designed for individuals and businesses
that want to directly support the revitalisation of Miriwoong. Each sponsor provides
critical assistance to MDWg and in return receives the opportunity to experience and
be a part of the Miriwoong community. Through your generous support, our programs
and initiatives can continue for many more years and will contribute immensely to
our shared goal of Saving Miriwoong.
There are currently 5 levels of annual sponsorship available with the following benefits
provided:

Saving Miriwoong Sponsorship Levels

Goolmerrng Sponsors: $1,000+
Goolmerrng is the Miriwoong word for bush grape; a
small plant with broad leaves that grows in the wet
season and produces a grape-like fruit.

What your Goolmerrng Sponsorship can do:
$1,000 annually will assist MDWg to develop and
produce 3 weekly radio programs in Miriwoong,
broadcast on Waringarri Radio, an Aboriginal owned
media company. Our programs reach thousands of
Indigenous and non-Indigenous listeners across the
East Kimberley, helping them to learn Miriwoong by
exploring culturally relevant topics each week.

As a Goolmerrng Sponsor you will receive:
Acknowledgement on our website and in our newsletters for your generous support and
regular updates about how your support has helped MDWg’s programs and activities.
Each sponsor will also receive a Saving Miriwoong pack featuring a sample collection of
our ’Let’s Learn Miriwoong’ resources, including audio books and posters.

Mejerren Sponsors: $2,500
Mejerren is the Miriwoong word for the black
plum, a deliciously sweet fruit that grows on a
decently sized tree around the hill country and
matures during the wet season.

What your $2,500 Mejerren Sponsorship can
do:
$2,500 annually will support one MasterApprentice team in learning Miriwoong over the
course of a year. The Master-Apprentice
Language Learning Program (MALLP) follows an accomplished immersion-based model that will help young adults and partial speakers to become more proficient in the
Miriwoong language, putting them on the right track as future Masters of the language.

As a Mejerren Sponsor you will receive:
All the benefits of a Goolmerrng Sponsor plus the opportunity for one of your team
members to join our Public Miriwoong Language Class for a whole year without charge.

Daloong Sponsors: $5000
Daloong is the Miriwoong word for the green
bush plum (also called wild mango), which is
a vital food source during the wet season in
the tropical Kimberley region. Its high content
of vitamins is of major significance for the diet
of local Indigenous people.

What your Daloong sponsorship can do:
$5,000 annually will help us develop and
produce 500 copies of a bilingual Miriwoong
and English book with audio support. Our books are a great tool to assist children
and adults learning the Miriwoong language and showcase Miriwoong’s unique
culture and vibrant communities.

As a Daloong Sponsor you will receive:
All the benefits received by our Goolmerrng sponsors plus your business will be
thanked and acknowledged in our next bilingual book.

Dimalan Sponsors: $10,000
Dimalan is the Miriwoong word for the river red gum, a large, important tree whose
leaves have significant functions for health and wellbeing. Its leaves and branches
are also used in traditional smoking and watering practices which represent a vibrant
aspect of Miriwoong culture.

What your Dimalan sponsorship can do:
$10,000 annually will help us facilitate regular language learning sessions between
adult learners and the few remaining fluent speakers through our Miriwoong
Knowledge Cycle program. These sessions help ensure that
vital knowledge is passed on to future generations and that
cultural traditions and practices will be preserved.

As a Dimalan Sponsor you will receive:
All the benefits of our Daloong sponsors plus we can provide
an opportunity for your employees to volunteer at our centre,
Volunteers can share some of their valuable experience to
help us with one of our projects and will gain new insights
about Indigenous culture by working at our centre.

Gerdewoon Sponsors: $20,000+
Gerdewoon is the Miriwoong name for
the boab tree, a unique and iconic
landmark growing throughout Miriwoong
country and the Kimberley. Boabs can
age over 1,000 years and have a special
significance in Miriwoong culture,
especially as an indicator of the change
of seasons. Boab nuts are used for
traditional art carvings and its seeds and
roots are also a source of food.

What your Gerdewoon sponsorship can do:
$20,000 annually could fund a Miriwoong Language Engagement Officer (LEO) to
teach young children in our Language Nest programs for an entire year. Through
these programs MDWg use fun games, songs, stories and simple talk to immerse
over 300 children each week in the Miriwoong language, helping to foster pride
and respect for the Miriwoong culture throughout Kununurra.

As a Gerdewoon Sponsor you will receive:
All the benefits we provide to our other sponsors plus the opportunity to join MDWg
team members for a cultural camp out on country. These camps provide
fascinating cultural and linguistic insights as the knowledge of Miriwoong elders lives
in their memories and in the country they relate to. By joining us on a camp,
Gerdewoon sponsors have the chance to learn and experience Indigenous culture
firsthand while also enjoying the stunning scenery of the Kimberley.

Contact Us

MDWg is recognised as a Public Benevolent Institution
(PBI) and is registered for Deductible Gift Recipient
(DGR) status. To discuss how you or your business
could best help MDWg achieve our shared vision of
Saving Miriwoong or for more information about our
programs and activities please call, email or visit our
website:
08 9169 1029
www.mirima.org.au
info@mirima.org.au
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