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A N U P D AT E O F W H AT ’ S B E E N H A P P E N I N G AT
M I R I M A D AW A N G W O O R L A B - G E R R I N G ( M D W G )
It’s been a busy couple of months here at MDWg, and we’re looking forward to telling you all about
it in this volume of MDWg Focus.
We’d firstly like to acknowledge the service of
Rita Boombi as Chairperson since 2010. Rita
has stepped down as the Chair of Mirima
Council after many years of strong leadership
and we thank her for her dedication and
commitment to MDWg. Rozanne Bilminga and
Agnes Armstrong have been elected Chair and
Vice-Chair respectively, and we look forward to
the guidance and enthusiasm that they will
bring to their new roles.
In August, we won the award for Outstanding
Organisation Contributing to Community Life at
The MDWg team on a trip with the MG Rangers
the East Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement
Awards! The Language Nest team have been busy teaching Miriwoong to 400 children a week
throughout Kununurra. We’ve also been doing some great work with the MG Rangers and local
businesses in Kununurra in developing new Miriwoong words for things that frequent our everyday
lives. Language Workers are writing and recording ’Woorlab Yarrelijgoo Miriwoo-biny’ programs
with 6WR Waringarri Radio as well as teaching Miriwoong to the Yeehaa Rangers, Clontarf Boys
and a Year 5/6 KDHS Class. Three new bilingual audio-books have been published this year, along
with the Miriwoong Public Dictionary which was released last month.
We hope you enjoy this snapshot of MDWg’s activities, and if you have any further questions
please don’t hesitate to contact us at communications@mirima.org.au! If you haven’t already, follow
us on Facebook and Twitter. We update these pages regularly with photos and information about
what we’ve been up to.
Your ongoing support is critical to sustaining and expanding our efforts to keep the Miriwoong
language strong for future generations. You can donate to MDWg at any time, at
www.givenow.com.au/mirima. Thank you to all of our partners, donors and sponsors, we sincerely
appreciate your generous contributions to our goal of saving Miriwoong.
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The East Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement Awards
A highlight of this year has been receiving the award for Outstanding Organisation
Contributing to Community Life at this year’s East Kimberley Aboriginal
Achievement Awards! We are so honoured to have been recognised for our hard work in
front of the East Kimberley community, and congratulate all of the night’s outstanding
winners and nominees.
The night was a wonderful display of all the incredible work taking place in the region, and
it was inspiring to see how many people are working hard to improve outcomes in the
region in the areas of language, arts, community, health and so much more. Rita Boombi
was there to accept the award on behalf of the staff and members of Mirima Council. You
can read more about the night here.

Above left: Rita Boombi with MDWg’s award. Above right: Some of the MDWg team with the award.

MDWg in the Media
As a result of all the activity that has been taking
place at MDWg, we’ve been receiving some
incredibly positive media coverage. An ABC article
and video published about the Miriwoong Public
Dictionary (p. 4) was viewed 58,000 times! We were
also featured in the National Indigenous Times and
the Kimberley Echo.

David Newry, our Senior Consultant for Language
and Culture was interviewed by ABC Rural about
his knowledge of Miriwoong country and the bush
tucker that can be found on it. Read the story and
listen to the report here.
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Above: David Newry as seen in ABC Rural article,
May 2017.
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NAIDOC Week 2017

NAIDOC Week 2017 was a particularly important
one for MDWg, due to the week’s theme: “Our
Languages Matter”. At MDWg, we translated this
theme to: “bawadantha berraying woorlang
yoowoorriyangeng” , or “ this language of ours
is important”.
We were so pleased to have a theme that
highlighted the vital role of Australia’s Indigenous
languages, and the importance in taking steps to
preserve and revitalise them. NAIDOC Week in
Kununurra involved a Community Day, a Culture
Night, MDWg’s Book Launch (see article below),
Waringarri Radio’s 30 Year Anniversary and much
more. Read more about the week’s activities here.
Top rIght: Language Worker Jimmy Paddy with his niece at the NAIDOC Week
Community Day in Whitegum Park.
Right: Mirima Dancers performing to the crowd at the Community Day.

MDWg Book Launch
MDWg’s key NAIDOC Week activity was the launch
of three new Miriwoong resources. We welcomed
community members and visitors to MDWg to celebrate the achievements of the authors of these new
bilingual audio-books.
Sylvia Simon authored and illustrated Jigeng, a book
about the birds that can be found on Miriwoong
country. Julie adapted a Miriwoong Dreamtime story
entitled Goorrandalng thoon Jalin (The Brolga and
the Kangaroo). The third book is titled Gooloogooloob Yarroondayan!, which translates to “We are
all Happy!”. This book was illustrated by Year 1 students at Kununurra District High School
and authored by Rita Boombi, Rosemary Boombi, Rozanne Bilminga, Stephanie Woerde
(all pictured above) and Frances Kofod, with help from Miriwoong Elders.
Drop in to MDWg or send an email to admin@mirima.org.au to organise the purchase of
any of these books, which are all compatible with the audio-pen.
Special thanks goes out to Wyemando Bequest for their support
in the publication of these resources.
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Release of the Miriwoong Public Dictionary

In August, the Miriwoong Public Dictionary was published! This is a wonderful achievement for MDWg, and could not have been done without the hard work of our Elders, linguists, interns and Language Workers. The dictionary, entitled Miriwoong Woorlang
Yawooroongga-woorr will be a vital resource for Miriwoong language learners.
If you’re interested in purchasing a copy for yourself, drop
in to MDWg, or send an email to admin@mirima.org.au and
we will post one to you. Dictionaries cost $12 + postage
(where applicable). Read more about Miriwoong Woorlang
Yawooroongga-woorr in the Kimberley Echo article here.

Above left: The front cover of the Miriwoong Public Dictionary. Above right: The MDWg team with the dictionary.

The Ord Valley Muster
Over 70 Miriwoong community members
performed at this year’s Kimberley Moon
Experience. This phenomenal turnout
meant a wonderful dance for the audience,
as you can see from the picture on the right!
During the week of the Ord Valley Muster,
we were also able to catch up with our
friends at Fervor, and take them out on
country to look for some Miriwoong bush
food. The team at Fervor hosted a number
of culinary events, and used Miriwoong
words for various foods on their menus. It is
great to see Miriwoong language being
used proudly by visitors to the region.

Above: Miriwoong Elder Agnes Armstrong leading the Mirima
Dancers at the Kimberley Moon 2017
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News from the Nest

A Miriwoong Language Nest Session.
Picture: Darren Clark

The Miriwoong Language Nest is continuing to show strong
results in the Kununurra community, with the team reaching
400 children each week through fun, engaging sessions.
We recently farewelled Peter McKenzie (“Mr Mack”) and
welcomed Brandon Wiltshire as the new Language Nest
Facilitator. Brandon says that he is thrilled to be part of the
Language nest team and looks forward to seeing what the
LEOs are capable of in the future. When asked about the
future of the program he said “Miriwoong is quickly
becoming popular around Kununurra and we want to
encourage people to use it as much as possible.”

The team is working hard to develop the current curriculum
and create new topics that will excite and engage children. Year 3 students have done a fantastic job
this year improving their Miriwoong and gaining confidence with the language. Some topics currently
being covered are family, birds, insects, feelings, and weather.
Rozanne is continuing her studies to receive her Limited
Registration to Teach (LRT), which will further improve her
own abilities and the program as a whole. Rozanne has
already taken on more responsibility in planning and delivering
sessions independently and we’re extremely proud of her
progress and the strong example she’s setting for the rest of
the team.
The Miriwoong Language Nest is made possible by the generous
support of Save the Children Australia, The Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet and MG Corporation.

Firms supporting MDWg
We are very fortunate to have been the recipient of a number of fundraisers held throughout the year. It’s
wonderful that this year’s NAIDOC theme, ‘Our Languages Matter’ has made companies and individuals
aware of the importance of celebrating and preserving Australia’s Indigenous languages, and eager to
support language centres such as MDWg. Law firms Gilbert & Tobin and Ashurst sent our Senior Language Worker, Glennis down to Perth to give a presentation about the work that she does and the importance of working to revitalise and maintain Indigenous languages.
We’d also like to say a special thank you to Lavan, a Perth-based law firm for making MDWg their charity of the quarter. A number of fundraisers were held where staff were given the opportunity to learn
about our work and donate to support it. They told us that:
“Lavan’s commitment and support of MDWg is fundamental to our ambition to be a firm admired
not only for our legal skills, but for our contribution to the broader community. Our focus, as a
Western Australian based firm, is to seek out organisations like MDWg where we can make an
impact and influence positive outcomes for disadvantaged groups.”

Thank you to everyone from Gilbert & Tobin, Ashurst and Lavan for supporting the work of MDWg. All
donations go a long way here at MDWg, so please get in touch with us if your company is interested in
supporting our work, or visit our GiveNow page to make a donation.
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Reflections from a Jawun Secondee
Garni woora-noonggoorr yawoorroong? (How are all you mob?)

For six weeks of this year I was fortunate to work
with MDWg through a Jawun Secondment.
Jawun is an organisation that partners skilled
volunteers from corporate, government and
philanthropic organisations with Indigenous-led
organisations to transfer skills and work on a
project to help build capacity. On the 6th of
August I travelled from Melbourne to remote
Kununurra with a lot of nerves and no
expectations.
As a not-for-profit organisation, every little bit
Ivanhoe Crossing at sunset. Photo: Sarah Glanville
counts to help achieve MDWg’s overall goal to
document, preserve and revitalise the Miriwoong language. During my time at MDWg I had the
opportunity to meet with local businesses who have kindly taken time to sit, learn and display our
donation boxes as a part of the Miriwoong Language Rescue initiative as well as discuss the
opportunities presented with the Modern Miriwoong project which aims to develop bilingual signage
across Miriwoong country.
We also began to open dialogue between national universities across Australia that offer linguistic
and cultural studies. We are hoping to build stronger relationships and offer linguistics students the
unique opportunity to work with a critically endangered language. Most importantly, I have broadened
my understanding of the importance of language and its contribution to pride in culture and its
positive influence on an individual’s confidence, self-esteem, learning capacity and overall wellbeing.
My time with Mirima was short, but I am so grateful to have been welcomed and accepted by the
team and contributed a small piece to a very large puzzle. As many secondees have said before me,
the experience was life changing.
By Sarah Glanville

Karla Hart Workshop

Last month, we were lucky to have Karla Hart
give a workshop to the MDWg team while she
was in town for the Kimberley Writers Festival.
Karla Hart is a renowned filmmaker, performing artist, actor and writer who taught us a lot
about how we could incorporate poetry and
storytelling into our Miriwoong revitalisation
efforts.
Karla’s extensive work with her own Noongar
language meant that she understood the importance of our mission here at MDWg, and
her advice and creativity was invaluable.
This workshop will be of great value to a film
about Miriwoong storytelling that will be released in 2018.

Karla Hart with the MDWg Team
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Modern Miriwoong

In July, we launched the ‘Modern Miriwoong’ project, an initiative that will see more
Miriwoong signage throughout Kununurra. We’ve had many promising conversations
with businesses and organisations around Kununurra, and have been busy developing
Miriwoong words for various places and items that can be found on Miriwoong country.
This project has been developed as a response to local demand for increased visibility
of the Miriwoong language from community members, locals and visitors.
We believe that by increasing the visibility of
the Miriwoong language around town,
Miriwoong people will be able to reconnect
with their language, and visitors will be able
to witness the cultural richness of the East
Kimberley. If you’re based in Kununurra (and
its surrounds) and would like to talk about
developing Miriwoong content for signage in
your business or organisation, send an email
to info@mirima.org.au, or call us on (08)
9169 1029.
Miriwoong signage on display at the Kununurra Airport, developed in conjunction with Waringarri Aboriginal Arts

The Modern Miriwoong project is funded by the Western Australian Government’s ‘Royalties for
Regions’ Regional Grant Scheme and Joint Management Committee Reserve R31165.

Miriwoong Language Rescue
At MDWg, we would like the many visitors to the East Kimberley to be aware of the
Miriwoong country that they are visiting, to learn something about our work, and invite
them to contribute to the revitalisation of the Miriwoong language and culture.
This tourist season, we partnered up with a number of local businesses and launched
the Miriwoong Language Rescue; an initiative involving the distribution of donation boxes and information about our work to cafes, restaurants and accommodation providers.
We are thrilled with the response we’ve received, and are very grateful to the following
businesses for participating in the initiative: Kimberleyland Waterfront Holiday Park, The
Kununurra Country Club Resort, Kingfisher Tours, Ivanhoe Village Caravan Resort, The
Kimberley Café, Cornerside Café, Zebra Rock Gallery, Target and the Town Caravan
Park Kununurra.
If your business would like to participate in the Miriwoong Language Rescue initiative
please give us a call on (08) 9169 1029, or email info@mirima.org.au. And don’t forget
to look out for Miriwoong Language Rescue donation boxes around Kununurra!
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Help Us Save Miriwoong!

Language plays a critical role in the development of an individual’s sense of identity, of belonging
to a certain place or community and for forming a connection with a particular culture.
It is our mission to ensure that the Miriwoong language continues to be spoken for generations to
come, so that Miriwoong people can continue to practice and celebrate their identity and culture.
As you can see, we are constantly working to deliver engaging programs that will improve
outcomes for Miriwoong people in Kununurra. You can be a part of this story.
Even a small contribution can make a big difference. Visit www.givenow.com.au/mirima to support
the work of Mirima Dawang Woorlab-gerring.
Businesses can help us by joining the Saving Miriwoong Sponsorship Program. As a sponsor, you
will gain exclusive benefits such as volunteering opportunities, acknowledgement on our website,
social media platforms and publications, as well as the opportunity to join us for a cultural camp
with Traditional Owners on beautiful Miriwoong country.
And once again, thank you to everyone who has supported MDWg and its programs. We are very
grateful to have a strong community of supporters that care about Saving Miriwoong.

Contact Us
Phone: (08) 9169 1029
Email: info@mirima.org.au

Thank you to our sponsors

We would also like to thank our proud partners
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