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AN UPDATE OF W HAT’S  BEEN  
HAPPENI NG AT MI R I MA DAWANG 

W OORLAB -GERRI NG (MDW G)  

Garni woora-noonggoorr yawoorroong?  (How are all 

you mob?) We hope that you have all had a wonderful 

start to 2018! This year is already shaping up to be a 

big one for MDWg, and we’re looking forward to sharing 

these updates with you. 

 

The Miriwoong Language Nest team have started classes for the year, and are reaching 400 

children each week. You can read more about exciting developments from the Language Nest 

on Page 2, in ‘News from the Nest’. Language Workers are writing and recording ‘Woorlab 

Yarrelijgoo Miriwoo-biny’ programs with 6WR Waringarri Radio, teaching Miriwoong to the 

Yeehaa Rangers and the CALS class at the Kununurra District High School, as well as a Public 

Language Class each Tuesday afternoon.  

 

We hope you enjoy this snapshot of MDWg’s 

activities, and if you have any further questions 

please don’t hesitate to contact us at 

communications@mirima.org.au or on (08) 

9169 1029. If you haven’t already, follow us on 

Facebook and Twitter to see photos and videos 

about our work. 

 

Your ongoing support is critical to sustaining 

and expanding our efforts to keep the Miriwoong 

language strong for future generations. You can donate to MDWg at any time, at 

www.givenow.com.au/mirima. Finally, thank you to all of our partners, donors and sponsors. 

These contributions enable us to work towards our goal of saving Miriwoong. 

The MDWg team farewelling Project Linguist, George 
Britchford. 
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The Miriwoong Language Nest has begun 

another year of Miriwoong teaching in 

Primary Schools and early learning 

centres throughout Kununurra.  

 

This year, the team will continue to reach 

400 children a week, engaging them with 

Miriwoong songs, games and other fun 

activities.  The team used the school 

holidays as an opportunity to develop and 

practice new  Miriwoong content. The 

wider MDWg team enjoyed participating 

in practice Language Nest sessions and 

seeing the team of language teachers at 

work. 

 

Some more news that we’d like to share is from Term 1, St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

has chosen Miriwoong to be the official second language program taught from Year 3. Having 

Miriwoong formally recognised in the school curriculum is an important step for both the 

program and the Miriwoong language as a 

whole. We look forward to continuing to 

expand the program in this way in coming 

years, and teaching children even more 

Miriwoong each week! 

 

Developing a Miriwoong curriculum is a 

huge task for the team, but we’re looking 

forward to sharing our progress with you. 

 

  

 

 

 

The Miriwoong Language Nest is made possible by the 

generous support of Save the Children Australia, the 

Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet and MG 

Corporation. 

Language Engagement Officer Dianne Dingle reading ‘Gooloo-
gooloob Yarroondayan’ during a Language Nest session. 

MDWg Language Workers participating in a practice Language Nest 
session during the school holidays. 



In addition to the Miriwoong Language Nest, 

the MDWg team deliver a number of classes 

to other members of the Kununurra 

community. 

 

A new Public Language Class began at the 

start of February, and Language Workers are 

proud to be teaching Miriwoong to people 

who are interested in learning the traditional 

language of the region.  

 

The term has started with the class learning 

basic Miriwoong introductions, placenames for important locations on Miriwoong country and 

everyday phrases. When asked why she chose to enrol in the Public Language Class, 

participant Alyssa stated: “I think it’s an important way to support the preservation of local 

langue and culture and to acknowledge its enduring value.” Similar positive feedback was 

shared by other new Miriwoong learners: 

 

 “The teachers make the learning environment friendly and are very encouraging. The 

 classes are fun and effective because the teachers use songs, games and group 

 activities to help us improve our language. I also leave each class having learnt a lot 

 about Kununurra’s wildlife, history and places.” 

-Jane, Public Language Class Participant 

 

We’re excited to see the new class develop their skills in Miriwoong, and to learn more about 

Miriwoong culture from Language Workers along the way. 

 

Additionally, the KDHS CALS class and The  

Yeehaa Rangers are learning Miriwoong in a 

joint class this year. The group have only had 

a few lessons so far, but are proving to be 

very quick learners. Their teachers, Bryan 

and Jimmy are looking forward to teaching 

them about trees that can be found on 

Miriwoong country, household items and the 

Miriwoong skin cycle. 
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Some of the language teachers that participants will meet in 
Miriwoong lessons. 

The CALS class at their final Miriwoong lesson for 2017. 



February 13, 2018 marked 10 years since 

Kevin Rudd’s historic apology to the Stolen 

Generations.  

To commemorate the occasion, Aboriginal 

organisations throughout Kununurra 

collaborated to organise an event that 

brought people together to reflect on the 

day. The Mirima Dancers performed at the 

event, and it was great to see many people 

from the community join in as well.  

You can see footage of the dance on our YouTube channel here. 

Thanks to The Healing Foundation for supporting this event, and to Binarri-binyja Yarrawoo 

(BBY) Aboriginal Corporation for coordinating the organisation of the event. 
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The Mirima Dancers performed at the Apology10 event. 

Last year, we launched the Miriwoong Language Rescue– an exciting initiative that raises 

awareness about the important work being done at MDWg.  

 

We couldn’t carry out this project without the help and support of local businesses throughout 

Kununurra who display donation boxes and distribute information about our work. We’ve 

thanked the many organisations participating in the Miriwoong Language Rescue in this article 

on our website. 

 

At MDWg, we would like the many visitors to the East Kimberley to be aware of the Miriwoong 

country that they are visiting, to learn something about our work, and invite them to contribute 

to the revitalisation of the Miriwoong language and culture.  

 

If your business would like to participate in the Miriwoong Language Rescue initiative please 

give us a call on (08) 9169 1029, or email info@mirima.org.au. And don’t forget to look out for 

Miriwoong Language Rescue donation boxes around Kununurra! 

https://youtu.be/9AkTx3ZmAWE
http://mirima.org.au/miriwoong-language-rescue/
mailto:info@mirima.org.au
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In July 2017, MDWg launched the ‘Modern Miriwoong’ project, an initiative that will see more 

Miriwoong signage throughout Kununurra. We’ve continued to speak with local businesses and 

organisations throughout Kununurra, and are delighted to see so much enthusiasm for 

developing Miriwoong signage. 

 

Additionally, we were pleased to see the renaming of a crossing outside of Kununurra to its 

original Miriwoong name by the Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley. The movement to rename 

the former Philchowski’s Crossing was lead by MG Corporation, and more information about the 

renaming effort can be found in this article. The new proposed name for the crossing is the 

original Miriwoong name for the area, ‘Galboorrang’. 

 

We believe that by increasing the visibility of the Miriwoong language around town, Miriwoong 

people will be able to reconnect with their language, and visitors will be able to witness the 

cultural richness of the East Kimberley.  

 

The content we’ve been working on will be seen all over Miriwoong country, including in the 

Keep River National Park, in the welcome bays people see when driving into Kununurra, and a 

variety of restaurants, cafes and accommodation providers. 

 

If you’re based in Kununurra (or its surrounds) and would like to talk about developing 

Miriwoong content for signage in your business or organisation, send an email to 

info@mirima.org.au, or call us on (08) 9169 1029. 

 

The Modern Miriwoong project is funded by the Western Australian Government’s ‘Royalties for 

Regions’ Regional Grant Scheme and Joint Management Committee Reserve R31165. 

Above left: A language session with Miriwoong Elders and MDWg linguists to develop content for Miriwoong signage. 
Above Right: Senior speakers David Newry and Button Jones. 

https://thewest.com.au/news/the-kimberley-echo/philchowskis-on-the-way-outskies-ng-b88720870z
mailto:info@mirima.org.au


It is our mission to ensure that the Miriwoong language continues to be spoken for generations 

to come, so that Miriwoong people can continue to practice and celebrate their identity and 

culture.  

 

Even small contributions make a big difference. Visit www.givenow.com.au/mirima to support 

the work of Mirima Dawang Woorlab-gerring. 

 

Businesses can help us by joining the Saving Miriwoong Sponsorship Program. As a sponsor, 

you will gain exclusive benefits such as volunteering opportunities, acknowledgement on our 

website, social media platforms and publications, as well as the opportunity to join us for a 

cultural camp with Traditional Owners on beautiful Miriwoong country.  

 

And once again, thank you to everyone who has supported MDWg and its programs. We are 

very grateful to have a strong community of supporters that care about Saving Miriwoong. 
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Phone: (08) 9169 1029  
Email: info@mirima.org.au    

We would also like to thank our proud partners 

Contact Us 

Thank you to our sponsors 

https://www.givenow.com.au/mirima
http://mirima.org.au/help-save-miriwoong/
https://twitter.com/Mirima_Language
https://www.facebook.com/mirima/
http://www.givenow.com.au/mirima

